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introduction

Soerum Hill is that vaguest of political entities, a
‘lew York "commumity."

its geographical boundaries are unmarked. Ite population
nixed and largely transient. Its political structure confused, Ite
past recorded only in snatches and perhaps unlamented, Even its
nill is reslly only & gentle incline leading down from the eminence
of Brookiyn Helghts to where, & century and a half ago, the salt
meadows of Gowanus reached towards the Atlantic.

Zut a community it is, a2 community that is in many ways #
aierocesm of the grester Wew York that it has followed throuzh the
senturlies from Indisn rald Lo narcotlics rald, from the anti-siavery
thundering of & Henry Ward Beecher to the subbtle racism of conservalive
noliticians of the 71970%s.,

For the puposes of this study, Boerum Hill, a name invented
in the late 1950's and promptly seized upon by real estate agents to
replace the earlier, less salubrious title of North Gowanus, 1s that
section of the borough of Brooklyn lying between Court Street on the
west, Flatbush and 4th Avenue on the east, State Street on the north
and Wyckoff Street on the South. Its eastern and westernm boundaries
are easily identifiable by two of Brooklyn's larger white alephanis,
the Williamsburg Savings Bank tower and the rioteridden Kings County

jall respectively.
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The Indians

“he great Algonklan Indian race, united in language but
divided in customs, stretched in & giant arc across the northern
half of North America. a@cross the northern rim of the prairies from
the Western Canadian nrovinces and through the lakes and woods
of Ontario and Juebec to the shores of the Atlantis in ¥ava Secotia
and New Brunswick and then down the cofist to Long Island snd
seyond.

in the wesiern tlp of Tong Island lived a comparatively
minor tribe of the Algonkian race, the Canarsies, They were 8 setilied
people, fishermen and farmers, and of course hunters, And as Indlans
valued wealth, they were comparatively wealthy Tor in their territory
weyggathereé the shells which ware manufactured into wampum, the
currency for many Indian tribes, !

“heir principal village wag locabted nesr where the present
Zrooklyn Borough Hall now stands but there were others aft Indisn
Pond 8t the Bay Parkway and st Fort Familton, and on the southwestern
limits of the present-day Boerum Hill, 2

“hat settlement, called Worpus, was scattered along Hoyt
Street, near Baltic Avenue, and provided easy access fo the shallow
waters of the Gowanus Creek where vast oyster beds, sometimes yleldinz
shellfish up to a foot mcross, were located., The village wag g8lso
convenient to the corn lands that lay between Worpus and the principal
village at Borough Hall, roughly between the present -day Pacifilc

and Dean Streets.



Tonnecting Worpus and the other villages was 2 series of
tralls whose routes can be followed along several of Zrookiyn's
batteragéwn streets today, The nrincipal trail started at the
foot of the present Fulton Street, on the East River, ran up o
the present Nevins Street, then slightly east of Flatbush to the
nigh land near Prespect Park, Then it ran through the nresent park
and so on south to Flatbush and Flatlands.

But this vprincipal route, had several art@®e€iez, The first
came off near the start of the main traill and ran the short
distance to the gite of the Brooklyn ¥avy Yard, The second, the
one gerving Worpus, parﬁﬁfram the main Lrail at the Borough Hall
village, ran along Red Hook Tane (Court Street) to De Graw Street
and then veered to Erie Basin, & third, shori branch left the
maiin stem at about Lawrence and Jay Streets and ran approrimately
to Hoyt Streét, where approximately on the site of the Abraham and
Straus store was the Canarsie burial ground, A fourth branch varted
from the main road roughly at Hanson Place and then 1ltselfl broke
into two new branches: one led to Bedford, Bushwick and Newtown
Creek, the other along the present 4th Avenue to Gowanus.

As & glance at the map (Fig.?!) shows, the net effect of alil
*hese tralls was to smrround the site of the present Poerum Hill, and
to give it an important place in inter-tribal communications,

The Ga%%sies were not the itinerant raiders of the westerm
plaine like their cousins the Blackfeet and the Cheyenne, They
were sedentary, living in great lodges that varied from *5 to 20

feet in width and sometimes reached z length of *80 feet, & sort of
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lateral apartment building with the longhouses being split up into
Tamily dwelling units. The houses were constructed by placing
two parallel rows of psles in the ground, bending them over %to
form a peaked roof, tieing them together and then thatching the
framework thus created with a covering of bark and rushes.?

As a maritime people they were alsoc expert boat builders,
Thelr most freguent vessel was & simple dugout of dory size but
they alsoc occasionally bullt craft 50 feet long, capable of
carrying as anany as 30 people.

They lived generally &% peace with thé?élgsnkian neighbors
to the east on Long Island, but like all the minor tribes of
the area, after the formation of the Iroquois Confederacy in the
15th century they lived in dread of the Hudson Valley warrlors,
particularly of the fierce and implacable Mohawks.

3ut even though the«: paid tribute to the Iroquolis, they
were still living largely at pefice at the time of Henry H-dson's
1409 voyage and after the arrival of the first Dutch setilers, they
continued their lives much as they had done for centuries, The
only difference was that they now had & new outlet for wampum
and for the rich harvest they derived from the sea and from thelr
corn lands,

Nevertgheless there arosa the inevitable wimEEed contentlon.
ind, as in almost 811 conflicts netween Europeans and native
peoples, the bone of contention was iand.. In the case of the
Canar§ies, the land at stake was the forested hillg and open salt

neadows of Gowanus and the corn growing 1and of what 18 now

Boerum Hill.



fatters came to & head in *A43, The Dutch were living
in anxiety, if not terror. The Mohawks had come dowr the river
and were again enforcing tribute from the downstream tribes.
The Hohawks, already fierce, were now armed mostly with muskets
traded to them by wunserupulous EBuropeans. Unfortunately for
the Canarsies, the stricter policing closer to the director's
domain in New Amsterdam prevented them from sharing the same
advantages.

Trouble had been brewing for some time, in fact two years
earliler Indians had attacked white settlements on Staten Island
and the Dutch had been divided on whether or not te declare
all-out war on the Indians. The lsader of the Dutch colony,
William Kieft was blamed for his indescision and for having
wrovoked the problem by falling to help the downriver Indians
dgainst the predatory Mohawks. Several tinmes, when the downriver
Indians, including the Canarsies attacked outlying settlemnts, he
zave orders that expeditions be sent agalnst them, but nothing
concrete was really done,

Thus 1643 came around. The downriver Indians, fleelng the
Mohawks, sought refuge as c¢lose to the Dutch settlement as they
could at "Corlaser's REouwery", on Manhatian opposite Brooklyn,
Some of the Duteh, angry at the attacks on their settlements, versuaded
Kieft to pergit an attack on the refugees, Two secret expeditions
set out Eﬂjgipthe night of Feb., 25, 1443, 80 of the unsuspecting

refugees were massacred,lY
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The Duteh settlers on T.ong Island, instead of heiﬁg repelled
oy the massacre, instead were eager to copy 1t. And in a petition
to Kieft 5 sought hls support for an attack on the Canarsies,
Resganding to cooler heads, he refused permission and the Duteh
et were forced to take matters into their own hande, 2 searet
2xpedition plundered two wagon loads of corn belonging to the
Indians and when the natives came to the rescue of their pronerty,
three of them were killed, The upshot was all-out war between
the once-peacable Canarsies and the Dutch.®
Kieft agaln sought pesce and sent 8 message to the Long
Island Indians but when the message carrier talked of# the former
friendships, the Indians replied: ™ Are you our friends? You are
merely corn thieves.”
2ut eventually matters simmered down and & peace parley
was held at Rockaway between the envoys of Kieft and the Indlans,
neaded by thelr one-~syed chiefl Penhawitz. 7
The scene was strange. After a midnight feast of Theans
and corn and fish and oysters the two white envoys were sllowed
to sleep in Panhawltz's lodge. But at the break of day he awoke
them and led them into a forest nearty., There they were seated on
tne ground and guickly surrounded by & circle of *£ ghief=s from
sther L.ond Island Indian trives. One of the Indians aross, holding
in hiz hands & bundle of small sticks, Then the Indian began to
serate the white men for having abused the friendships the Ca%?sies
and pther Long Island tribes had shown them. As he listed each
fault he leid down & small stick, one for belng ungrateful, one for

naving dishonored Indian women &nd sSo on.
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The whlte men were properiv humble};{hvited the Indisns to

returmn to New Amsterdam where peace could be made, Tne of the
Indiane angrily suggested that the Indians should have no truck wit h
Kieft and the cothers wno had murdered their fellows, BRut
evniually & delegation did sel out for Menhattan, There a treaty
MET
WAE m&deﬁit was not lonz before new troubles broke out, again
invelving one-eyed Penhawitz and the Canarsies, Early in 1644
an expedlition was sent from New Amzterdam sgainst the Canarsies
and the end of the once-peacenbls ribe was finally settled, Ty
the time the shootlng ended, the tribe had been practically
destroyed snd emen Penhawitz, who had been involved in many
peacalful transactions &z well as in hattle with the Duteh, spnesars
no moere on the scene,
Xieft was recalled to the Hetherlands before the peace
was inally brought about infG45 and dled when the ship taking him
nome foundered in the Engliéh Channel, Behind hinm he had left a tiny
settlement, numberinzg not much more than 500 persons in Yew
Amsterdam itself and with practically all the ocutlying settlements
destroysd in the Indian wars,

The first house in Brookiyn, for example, that bulll by

di1liag Adrisnce Bennett, just across the Gowanus Cresk from Bosrum

¥ill on the grant of lsnd he shared with another Zngllshman,

Jacques Bentin (or Bentyn), was destroysd by the Indlams in *A43.8
But if the Dutch had been dispersed by the war, the Canarsies

were even worse off, ?fh&ir onee prosperous villages had been

levelled. Their corn Tields were laid waste, Their fishing grounds

were abandonned, Thelr proud, independent way of 1ife was over and
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they became, almost inexorably drawn by the force of history, the

pathetic camy followers of the worst parts of white civiliration.
Drunkenness and disesase tso&%heir inevitable toil until,

2 century and a half later, the Canarsies passed from history. The

final pathetic note was cast, when in afhpoud stitched by the wife

»f & Dutch settler, Mrs Anthony Rﬁmgeﬁ, the last Canarsie was

miriad in 7832.9






The Duteh

As the Inﬁians’ declined, as was only natural, the
outeh settlers gained assendancy,

From the arrival of the Dutch West India Company settlers
in New Netherland in 7423, until the years immediately after
zhe Algonkisn-Ircguois War, the Suropean settlement of all
Arooklyn, and Boerum Hill in particular, was tentative. Bemmett
snd Rentin had tried to establish & farm at Gowanus and others
nad settled at Midwout, Flatbush and the Wallabout (Navy Yard).
4%t the latter place, one of the earliest settlers was a Ecrw&giaﬁ,
“ans Hansen Rergen, or Bargen as his name 1is frequently spvelled
an eafiy records, His last name, denoting that he came originally
from the Horwegian city »of Bergen, later became the Tamily nane
‘of one of Zrooklyn's more famous and prolific families.1

Hie first home was buillt not far from the main Indian trall,
near the present intersection of "ulton and Prospect Streets 2
and it was built, according to one of his descendants 3 not long

e e S R s

@i in America

after he arrived in America
in the company with the colony's second director-general, Wouter
Yan Twiller, from Holland in "633. Six years later he married
Sarah Rapalje, reputed to be the first white child born in the
Dutch settlements in Americs,

But in Bergen's early years, the whites were still allowed
£o farm in Brooklyn, largely on suffereance of the Indlans. And
Rergen seems to have been one of those who resented this and to

nave eved the fertile corn lands of Boerum Hill enviously.l
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There is a family legend that illustrates his problems

with the Indiszns,

During one period of hostility with the Indians, Bergen
was caught unawares by a band of marauding ;ﬁi%:gz} Seeking to
escape them, he climbed into a large tree, But this ruse did not
egcape Yhe notice of Lhe wily warriors. ?;hey'fermed a circle
around the base of the treed and began to taunt the terrified white
man, Thinking that his last moment had come, Bergem, well-¥nown
for his knowledge of munsic and his melodic voice, began to sing
as loud as he could, all the hymns he could recall, After a while,
the story goes, the Indians became enchanted with the nmusic, and
desisted from tormenting thelr ersiwhile quarry. In fact, after
hearing some more songs, they allowed him to come down from the
tree and return unmolested to his home.5

Bargen's farm was situated tq t@e north of the present-day
Soerum Hill and the first Eurspe&éiggéizéﬁpg land in what is now
shat community was the Dutchman, Trederick lLubbertse,

In & grant from the Dutch West India Company dated May 27,
‘B0, Lubbertse was granted a large tract of land " on Long Island
at Merekawickrigh near to Werpos, extending in breadth from the
¥11 and marsh coming from G@uwanuys, northwest by north and from
the beach on the East RAiver with a course southeast by east
1700 paces of 3 feet to a pace, and in the length from the end of
“he said kill northneast by east and southwest by west to The Red
Hook, with the espress condifion that whenever the Indisne shall be
willing to part with their maize land lying next to the aforesaid %

tiand then Prederick fTubbertse shall " have it.6
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The area covered by this grant would now include some
of Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Bill, ;i§2$f Boerum Hill, Carroll
Gardens, plus part of Gowanus and part of Flatbush, Only to a
prominent citizen would such a large tract be given,

Je seems to have been one of the earliest settlers to have come
to the new colony, and was probably originally a saller, since
in 438 he was chief boatswain to Govemrmor Kieft. At that time
ne was living in New Amsterdam. In "4A4' he was one of the Twelve
cnosen by the settlers to deal with the Governor and, contrary to
the more covetous suggesiions of Bergen and other Brookliyn settlers,
advised against declaring war on the Indians., In actual fact,
nowever, he 4id not move to Brooklyn until well after the Indian
wars, arriving here in 1653, That year he was 8 magistrate for
Zrooklyn, serving again the following two years and again in
"AAL ahd 1£73. He unsuccessfuly sought office 2s burgomaster on one
sccasion but otherwise played s leading role in the politics of the
commumity.

Before dying in 480 he had been married twlce,possibly to
zisters, His first wife 3tyntie bore him Three daughbters, one of
wnom Elsle, married Bergen's son Jacob Hansen Bergen, This Bergen and
his wife were To play & prominent role in the early history of
what 1s now Boerum Hill, Tubbertse's second wife, Tryntie, was
& widow with three sons when she married hinm bul these men soon
left for other areas.?

The corn land mentioned in the Lubbertse patent remained
in Indian hends until 642 when it is mentioned in another grant as
seilonging tO An Indlan named Sasslen Lub by “6%7 i 1s montiened in

still other patents as "Frederick Tubbert=sen's corn land.®



After his arrival in Broocklyn in ‘55; Lubbertse bullt himself
# house in the Dutch colonial st¥le with a pesked, shinegled roof and
wide porches, Just south of Boerum Hill near the junction of oyt
and Warren Streets, Thls would have been at about the site of the
former Indian village of Worpus. There He lived until his death.

In his will he deeded the land to two of hic daughters,

Elsje and Aeltje. After some years they divided the property
and Elsje and her husband Jacob Hansen Bergen took over the northemn
section of it, incliuding the lLubbertse Tamily home,

Iin turn, this peoperty, over 200 s@cres in all, was willed
»o their eldest son Han® Jacobse Bergen in 732 and he took up
residence in the TLubbertse~-Bergen home, He died in 749 and by A
will made 8ix years earlier passed on the title to his own son,
Jacob Bergen who eventually sold off most of 1t to others,f

“ike 811 the other Dutch settlements on lLong Igsland, Frooklyn O
{the ongon which Boerum Hill was centered) endured 2 precarious
exist&emﬂ;& through most of its first century. It prospered &nd declined
with the fortunes of the Duteh and the Netherlands itself, It
became alternately Dutch and then British and then Duteh again and
then finally British,.

Its people were hardworking, industrious and can%ervafim

,» g:"‘@'-em”‘ A &L ol s ’r’ﬁ';; G’

Beligion was important to them and we find the names the 1¢a&er9 of
the Duteh church in the colony.
As elswehere on the island, their farms became smaller and

smaller with each succeeding zeneration, until they were really only

|
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larze market gardens. And, under the considerable English influv
from the five English settlements farther out on Tong Islesnd
and elswhere in Britain and the &American colonles, incgreasingly
owned by persons with English nanmes, —
Thus, in the period Just pricr to the Revolutionary War,
the entire extent of present~day Boerum #Hill was owned by not one
cut seven farmers: I.Cornell, Samuel J.Garritson, George Martense,
ceorge Powers, Mary Powers, J,3eid and the Schermerhorn family.
I% 1s interesting to note that the nearest Boerums &t this time,
nad two small properitles immediately south of Boerum Hill, on the
.owland bordering on the Gowanus Creek.'0
The farms grew grain, which was ground either at Brewerts Mill,

at the head of the Gowanus, about where 4th Avenue now is, or at
Sebring's Mill, roughly at the foot of Atlantle Avenue. In addition
the farms provided other produce, butter, esgzs and meat,especially
ﬁipk, which was sold either at the "fly markets™ on the shorellne
at the foot of Brooklyn's Fulton Street or ferried directly Yo
customers in Menhattan, *°

As the colonial era drew to & ¢lose, the more rural Boerum
Zill residents became increasingly dominated by the more moneyed,
sophisticated residents of ZProoklyn proper, the Livingstons and thes
Aaplejes and by the more distant and again vwealthier residents
of Manhattan.

Put like those other communities, the tide of peolities
caught up Boerum Hill., As dissatisfactlion with the rule of ¥ing
George III1 became more evident, the commnity like its nelghbors

was split into Whigs and Torles.



The Raplejes became the leading “ory family and eyentuaily
largely disappearsd from the scene,

The Boerums, wWhose founding father in Amsrica had been
Willem Jacobson Van Boerum who had reached these shores in 1949
and had then taken up land at Mew Tobts, where he died in 14RR8,
became leading Whigs., One of them Simon Boerum, born in 1724,
became 8 member of the Provincial Assembly, and in such & canpacity
attended the first Continental Congress in 1774, He later signed
the Articles of Associastion but died in 1775 befare complate
independence was realized.'?

Bt generally, the patriot cause in Brooklyn was not
overwhnelmingly predominant. One story is told that illustrates
this Tory viewpoint. ﬁgeﬂfding to the tale, a meeting of Whigs was
held in Brooklyn bub just two men tame, One was Hoerum, the other a
friend. The friend was named clerk of the meeting and he then
"unaninously® named Boerum a delegate te the Patrlot conference,

mis Tory~inspired tale, is of course apﬁqgryghal. The
Boerums were not alons in their sympathies, The Livingstons and
cthers played a leading role in the Patriot cause,

Zvents moved ahead at a pace, The Hevolubtlonary War was
launched and 1774 became & benchmark in history of 2 natien, if not
of the world. And,of course, 1t Dbacame a8 benchmark in the history

of Doerum Bill too.
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The Bevonlution

“exington and Concord, "iconderoga, the second Continental
Congress, the Battle of Bunker Fi1l came and went, George
dashington, & rich Virginian, became commender of the American
armies. Boston wes beseiged and evacusted, 4 young man named
“homas Jefferson was instructed to draw up a Declaration of
independence. That Declaration was signed in the summer of TRE,
T"he two opposing armiss, the Americans led by YWaghlington, the
Eritish under Sir William Howe, prepared for a showdown,

“ollowing the British evacuation of Baston, Washington
1ed been forced to move south too, to counter a threat posed by
Sir William Howe and his brother, Admiral Tord Howe,

“inally, the maneuvering came to an end one broiling
summer day, Aug. 27, '77%, in what has variously baen called the
Ba?tle of Long Island or the Battls of Brooklyn Helghts, It might
iﬁ:ﬁar—be called the Battle of Boerum Hill, for it was fought
largely over and around that community.

The English had high hopes about the ocutcome of the hattle;
they expected it to be decisive and the one that would subdue
the rebellious colonials for all time. Tord Howe had originally
left Boston and moved agalinst Few York begause the bhettier
communications in Hew York and the Hudson Valley would allow him
to drive 2 wedge betwsen the calenlal forces =- in the Boston ares
to the north, and in the colonies fo the scuth ~- thus allowing
him to divide and conguer, Howe alsoc hoped for ald from the

longtime British allles and =courge of the lower Tudson, the

Mohawks and the other Iroguoils,
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7¢ prevent his thus being cutflanked, Washington himself
nad turmed back to New York and after conselidating his position
on Manhattan, szent a portion of his troops across the Tast River
o Brooklyn. To Washington, too, the coming enzagement was
srucial, He knew that another Sritish Torce, headed by Sir Guy
carleton was moving south from Canads by way of Take Chamnlain
and if the British pincers was te be completed, the cause of
the patriots seemed certainly doomed.

The Howe brother themselves reached Naw York some time
after Washington and collected thelr forces on Staten Islsnd,
Altogether they mustered avout 30,000 men. °*

"he Americans had long been preparing the defenses of
Jew York to combat the expected British attack. As early as
Tebruary, Gen. Charles Lee, later to be ostracized ms a traitor,
had posted 400 Pennsylvanlan troops in Brobklyn. They were
entreriched in & line running approximately from the present Navy
iard, across the eastern 1imit of Boerum Hill, to Gowanus, They
were given accomodations among loyal patriot homes and the
sitlzens were paid seven shillings 2 week for bosrding officers,
one shilling and fourpence for privates, EZarly in March, Tee
was superseded by General Stirling, who confused historisns
5y laying claim to a British peerage and called himself Tord
3tirling.

Jver the soring months more and more American froops
reached the area and new fortifications were erected all over
the western tip of Tong Island, including one on Governor's

Igland teo. 01d ships were sunk between Governor's Island and

the Battery to impede British naval attacks,
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After Washington arrived lzte in April, the commands were
divided with General Putnam commanding the foreces in Manhattan
and Genesal Nathanael Greene in command of the ZBrooklyn
fortifiecations. But CGreene fell victim to bilious fever about
the middle of August snd had to turn his command over %o General
John Sullivan,

Zut as summer rolled around the patriol cAause came
under attack from & new guarter, 2 The ssttlers of the western
tiv of Long Island, particularly the Dutch, volced comsiderahie
unhéppiness about belng forced Lo contribute manpowsr to the
imerican cause, This provoked a threat from the American Congress
that unless aid was given, the troops would be Torced * to lay
the whole county waste,®

On his arrival, ¥Washinghon found these Tortiflicatlions
in nlace in Erooklyn:

A five-gun redoubt, called Fort Putnam { later to be
sslled Fort Greene) on & wooded hill overlooking the present
Yavy Yard, The trees were cleared away to zlve the mins command
af the East River and the roads to the interior of Tong Island.

e of

&

4 line of trenches leading down to the water at the s}
the Navy Yard,

A zigzeg line of trenches running southward across the
éreﬁmnt wulton Strest and between the present Rond and Nevins
Streets to the head of Gowanus Creek at about the present Zond
and Warren Sireets,

A smAall redoubt, at about the presenit intersection of

DeKalb Avenues and Hudson Straet.



Another redoubt, called ¥ort Bovr, between Smith and
Court Streets, near Carroll Z:oreet, The hill on which this was
erected was known a8t the time as Berpent's FHil1l,

Another small fort, mounting flve guns, was bullt roughly

“atween the pressnt Atlantic and Pacific “treets and Fond and Yevins

Ztreets, It was the orizinal Fort Greene,

And at the intersection of the pressnt Atlsntic Amannes and
Zourt Street, on & steep 1little hill ¥mown as Ponklesberz, or
Zobble Hill, a three-gun Tort, Itz trenches ascended anirally
to the top of the peak and the troops gquickly zave 1if the
nickname of Fort Corkscrew, It commanded practlcal.y Hae
fioibsweep of the American fortifications, baing higher even than
Port Stirling, which had been bullt on Erooklyn Helghts,

At dawn on Aug. 22, the Towses finally moved, They fsrried

20,000 of thelr troops scross the Narrowse and landed them at
sravesend Say, The result was panic among the Tong Island

settlers, One eyewitness 3 , then & young girl, recalled being

]
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awakened at dawn &t lNew Tots, whers she lived and on looXking out
the window found the rosd blocked up with cows,horses
and sheer which had been driven thers during the night supposedly
to escaps confiscation by the ZAEritish,

By noon, the British transfer was complete and they
frnr outnumbered a small American force which had wetched the
aperation from & small hill. Fearful of being overtaken by the
svervnelming Sritish forces, these Americen riflenmen fell back
towards the security of the Zoerum Hill fort i fications,But thare

was some shoobing that day as the Sritish sent some cannen fire

after the retreating riflsmen,



n Aug. Z3, General Howe issued a proclamstion solieiting
support from Loyallst residents but the caubious Long Islanders,
now waiting to see which side would conguer before showing &#llegieance,
Largely lpgnored Howe'z solicitations,

Washington hinmself finally arrived on Tong Island on
Aug, 25 and to hls shock found everything at "loose ends," The
anruly American forces, instead of withholding their Sumpovder
were skirmishing in the most disorganiczed way with the ememy.
Uthers were 1little better than bandits, sacking the homes and
nroperty of fr%ind and foe alike, What Washington saw was snough
to make him withdraw the commsnd from Sulllvan and replace him
withn General Putnam,. Sullivan and Stirling as second in command
were placed over the forces outside the line of trenches, the
shock troops expected to absorb and deflect any initial Rritish
atitack.

ﬁtjgﬁout g o'clock on the evening of Aug, 24, the
British éaée thelr move, With the exset route of the march known only
to & few genlor officers, and leaving thelr tents standing and thelr
fires burning, in silent column they moved out of thelr camp at
Gravesend, Sweepling everyone they net inte their maw, they
advanced that night to the vieinity of the present East Wew York, Sy
2 A.M, they had reached & tavern mown as Howard's Halfway House,
in present-day Williamsburg, There, impressing the tavern keever
and his son into service as guides, they moved on through the
Greenwcod cemetery area to the vicinity of ZBedford, There they

paused for breakfast,
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In the meantime, s8nother British force had opened
a frontal attack on the American defenses, allowing the British
flanking movement to march undetected until they were now in
& positlion to trap 4 4nd encircle the outlying American
troops. Sulllvan, preocccupied with the Zritish frontal asssult,
nad neglevted to send ocut any scouts to keen watch on his left
flank.

Byventually the American command learned of the flanking
movement and, They set out Lo repulse the Sritish and . Tord $tir1i§ﬁg
was given the task of trying to stem the tide, At the head of a
Maryland regiment , plus some other troops, Stirling eventually
tangled with the British in what is now Greenwood Cemetery,

The detaills of this skirmish have given rise to some local
legends but it seems likely that the Americans had hidden
themselves in sniper positions and opensd the Tiring by shooting
at the advancing British columm first, But the Americans were
hopelessly outnumbered and again were forced to fall back,

"he battle was now raging all throughout the distriet,
Zritish ships had opened fire upon the American fort at Bed
Hook, Sulliven , hearing of the plight of the Haryland troops,
nastily sent them reinforcements, leaving his left flank still
further exposed, The British finally discarded their secret advance
taetics and in & full-scale bayonet charge on a&n open plaln
pear BDedford routed the less-diciplined pasriots. The Eritish
troops, Hessians and Highlsnders, gave no guarter, They surrounded

parties of fleeing Americans and dispatched them with the bayonets,



sefore midday, the terrible rout was over. The British
had formed a line directly across the neck of Brooklyn and the
Americans, those of them who had survived, were withdrawn behind the
line of fortifications at the sastern rim of Boarum Hill,

Hashington himself had seen the rout, He had heen in the
saddle since daybreak and, after a period nf waiting for a Zpitish
naval atiack, inspected the Brooklyn defenses, Zventually he and
nis other senior officers gathered at the Cobble #Hill fort, the
highest in the area, to watch the cutcome of the battle,

“ne part of the retreat was varticularly harrowing to the
American commander, From his vantage point, he watched helplessly
A8 Stirling and some Maryland troops tried to stave off the
Sritish advance near the head of Zowanus Cresk, As the ramaqé%elsﬁs
BEritlish cannonade cut dowm the NMarylanders, Washington gasped:
"Good God, what brave fellows I must this day lose,® Finally
the Harylanders were completely routed, and at the point of British
bayonetls they plunged headlong ints the Gowanus marshes, whers some
ware trapped in the mud and eventually drowned by the incoming
tide, Stirling himself was captured and sent to the British
flagship, where on his arrival, he found Sullivan and many others
8180 prisoners of war, Altogether 254 of the Marylanders, many of
them sons of the state's most prominent families.were slain in
this battle,

As Washington and Putnam waited behind the Boerum Hill
defenses, Howe, profiting by his experiences &t Rnmker ¥iil,

restrained from attacking the fortifications direetly,
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The 1ull in the battle continued through the afternoon, and
g heavy storm clouds gathered, night fell on the scene., The
Z8%th dawned to find the skies still gloomy and in the mist which
was gathering, too, Washington made aracmPlate tour of the
fortifications.

The British had not been idle during the night. They had
nastlly erected a redeubt of their own, on the land of George
Pfowers, beiween the present 3rd and 4 th Avenues. TIn addition,
under cover of the fog they nad moved =2 portion 8f their flest
into Flushing Bay, suggestinz a new flanking movement to ;tﬁack
Xanhattan and thus isolate Washingten in his precariouns fort
in Drooklyn. Un the avening of Aueg. 29, Washington ealled 2 couneil
#nd after a brief discussion, it was decided to abadon the
Brooklyn position, Thus about 6 or *0 o'elock that nizht, with
Washington standing st the top of the ferry landinz to personally
supervise the operation, the Americans left Tong Island a8z quietly
s the British had come. The orizinal plan had been to leave &
small foree behind to delay the British but =2 mixup in orders
resulted in & complete withdrawal,

The British eventually got word of the retreat, however,
The source of their information was apparently a Mrs, John Rapleje
whno sent her legro slave to General Howe's headguarters with the
word. Howe sent & scouting party te check the story which adé%anced
to the ferry landing just in tinme to see the last heavily-laden

Arericean boat digappearing into the foz,



“rs Rapleje was not alene in her sympathies with the
Fritish. Even the militia, officers snd men alike, had failed
vo play more than 4 minor role in the battle. There were even renorts
that the commander of the Zrooklyn militis had actually been
in communications with the Rritish during the battle and had
withheld his troops on purpose, Though at one stage he was brought
before the Committee of Public Safety in Few York, he was never
Actually brought to trial., Tater, = Judicious loan to Major %yckﬁff}
he new militla commander, apparently convineced hie doubting
fellow citizens of hie loyalty to the patriot cause and he lived out
als 1ife as a prominent judge, &

Following the battle, the British parrisoned many of their
Iroops in the area snd Tory stalwarts, among them Isasc Cornell,
who owned 90 acres at the western extremity of Boerum i1l made
considerable money supplying them withproduce and mest, s

Cthers in the area were not so fortunate. ¥any aof the

et

nreoperty owners lost heavily, Valuable wood lots wers chopped

dovn to rrovide fuel for the British garrisons. Some farmers had

their cattle confiscated, Others had driven off their livestock in

advance of the occupation. And the overnowering presence in ¥allsbout

Zay (the Navy Yard) of the British prison hulks, where hundreds of

gtarving, disease-ridden prisoners were to die miserably, hung

over even EBoerum Hill on the other side of the neck of Brooklyn.
Iventually, however, the war came to 2n end #nd independencs

waE .s‘*xééx_zred. Then the residents of Roerum Fill joined the rest

of Brooklyn in the dual asctivities of wreaking vangeance on the

Tories and setting up the new government under which they would now

ilve,



-,

2k

For a generation things seemed gulet, But as the second
decade of the "9th century opened, new worries arose, The seizure

Ly Britlish warships of vessels in New York harbsr and tre
impressment of sailors from them ints the Sritieh Havy, caused
a flurry of activity in Strengthening the old defenszes which
had fallen into disrenailr since the time of Waghington and
Howe

In time, however, America's expansionary fever wes at
least temporarily slated by the confissation of the Indisn lsnds
in Indiana, Chlo and Michigan , with the éonsequent destruction
of’ Tecumeeh's peacsable dreswm of an Indian United States, and the
Zritish found other areas to occupy thelr attention, Boerum Hill,
ilke the rest of ZBrooklwyn, settled down to 2 new rericd of
tueolic contentment. In *BOC the nopulation had been 3,295 inside
Zrooklyn village. Within & decade it had grown by 25 per cent
to 4,402 and by the time *820 came around it had almost doublaed
again to 7,175, &

4nd as space was Tilled up in Brooklyn, partiecularly in
Zrooklyn Helghits where Hezekiah Pierrepont was subdividing his
Land and éntiaimg wellwto-do merchants from Manhattan to make
thelr homes, more and more pressure was placed on the open land
in the western snd of Boerum #Hiil.

The first to be broken up into residential lots, sarlier
even than in neighboring Cobble Hill, was the former Cornell
farm between what was then Red Hook "ane and is now Court “treet
and Smith Street. By 827, more than & score of homas had been

bullt in this aresa and %o take care of educating the children of
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these newcomers, who lived on the first two blocks of
Wyckofl, Bergen, Dean and Cornell (Atlantic Avenus) sireets,
a school was tuilt bebtwesn Znith =trest 2nd Boerum Place
on the north side of Cornell -- the afea's first place of
education, 7

Apart from the slzeable farm holdings now belonzing
to the Nevins famlly, among others farther east in the distriet,
the most slzeable blockage to the eastward expansion of
this new settlement was the natural barrier of a high bank
that ran along the present line of Dean Strest and the salt
marshes that lay south of Dean Street and the Gowanus Creek,
Dean, Bergen and Wyckoff “treets all ended abruptly at the
rim of the marshes, 8

But eventually, sven thése barriers were to go, and

Boerum Hill bhegan to take its present shape,
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The Boonm

Over the intervening decades, & pleture has hecome fivyed
in the nminds of many New Yorkers that thelr predecessors in the
first parti of the 19th century were dour, Calvinistic, money
grubbers, Such was not really the case, espeecially in Boerum
HiIl.

It has been estimated that in SBrooklyn, and South Srookiwm,
@&s Boerum Hill was then known, there was one ftavern Tor esch
32 adult males. In addition, many stores were licensed to sell
iigquor by the gallon, to be consumed off the premises, *
One such tavern was located in & lonely, but beantiful

spot just at the soulhwesterly limits of Hoerum Hill, where
S

fed Hook Lane (Court Street) and Carroll In ersect, But to get

to if, the young men of Brooklyn had to ;ﬁum usually at night,
sast & deserted house mnear the intersection of Court and Paclfic
Streets, a house that local legend ssid was haunted,

Ornie night, early in the century, a gpooup of youths had
gathered in the tavern and were having & fine old Time dining on
oysters and drinking brandy. 2ut, just as the party reached 1ts helsht,
the brandy supply gave out. To get a new supply meant & hurried ride
to the foot of Pulton Street, past the haunted house on Red Hook
Tane, Hone of those present relished the idea of the midnlaght
journey but at length, & young man named Boernm voluntesred,
Climbing on his horse , he started for the brandy. 2ut after an hour,
when he had not returned, his companions began to feel unsasy..

And after some hesitation, they too mounted and set after him,

As they 3P§rﬁ;ﬁh@ﬁ the haunted house, the story goes, they found
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young Boerum's horse standing agzainst a fence, HNot far away,
they found their friend. prostrate on the ground and in agony.
furriedly they took him back to the tavern, where for three days he
lingered in a coma, and eventually died without regaining
consciousness. 2

Zventually the haunted house was razed when Charliegs Hovi
vushed streets through the area as he subdviged it around *82%,

This was the year that saw the first extension of Frooklym
into the Eoerum Hill aresa.

dnereas when Lieut, B.Ratzer, of His Majesty's &0th or Royal
American Heglment surveyed the ares in 1744 and 747, there wers
fewer than a dozen substantial houses. including the TLubbertge
aome, in all of Boerum Hill, by *827 a pattern of gftreets, with
close-nestling houses was begimming %o develop in the western
and of the community.

ﬁﬁarlékﬂayt was the leader in the expansion boom s#nd he
rode rough-shod over any opposition, plenty of which he
encountered. One of his principal opponents was the venerable
Tunis Joralemon, & leader of the Dutch church, who ran & dairy farm
and market garden on the property roughly alongside the route of
the street which besre his name. Hoyit and Joralenmon orossad
awords when Hoyt wentad to run Henry Street, just west of
Zoerum Hill,through the Jrralemon estate, Eventually, with the
nelp of George Wood, & fellow native of YHew Jersey, Hoyl succeeded,
although he had to pay for the land taken up by the sirest,
Joralemon similarly opposed Hezekiah Pilerrepont's plan to extend
Olinton Street along the same line but again he lost., And with
these extensions completed, it was only a short time before

the owrid ekvast matbern was beinz extended esstward through
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Boerum Hill itselfl.3
Put, as has been pointed out earlier, there wers
some obstacles in the way. There were the natural barriers, alresdy
mentioned too, And there were the large property owners who nade
a lucrative living providing milk and produce for Mesnhattan and the
fast growing Brookliyn villazme.
From east to west, the first large property belongsd
to George Powers, who had been a butcher at the Pulton Stres:
fly market since 1774, He was a controversial figure, having at
one time been popularliy accused of having been a desertine
Hessian mercenary. B:t subsequently this was disproved.4 However,
ne did return early from service #ith the Revolutionary Army
and thiz enabled him to make & considerable fortune selling supplies
to the British troops who were still garrisoned in New York., Just
beyond his property on the present line of Hanson Place and just
west of S5t Pelix Place, roughly the site of the Willlaumsturs bank
muildinz et the eagtern 1imit of Zoerum Hill, stood & toll gale,
To avold using this toll gate, residents, particulariy those going
tp Gowanus, used to make a detour across what is today Times Plazs
and thus continue down the line of 4th Avenue tTo thelr destlination,
Sowers Street wag the original name of the present 3rd Avenue.5
Yexi came the farm of George Martense, between The present
Nevins and Tond Streete, He was related by marriage To one of

Brooklyn's more prominent families, the Tefferts, ¢



Next came the lani of .amel J,Garritson, the larges:

in the district 7 and then the Cornell land, which was the firs:
Lo be subdivided,

Zut, spurred on by the evample of Hoyt, thess laree

tlocks were quickly subdivided amd by *BLD, the first great

[

A

tuilding boom in Boerum ¥ill was zetting under way. Desan Stree
which was named for Captain and later Colonel Joseph Dean, &
St e o | e ., -
Zrookiyn hero of the Hevolutionary War, the southern ax%@mity of

A
tne high land, was one of the first to be built up, In the
early 'BLors ﬂy;gavad westvard from Hoyt TStreet as groups of fownd
nouses were erected by speculators, State Street, too wag
bullt up, first on ths block nearest the Helghts and then on
the Hoyt-Zond bloek. Pacific Sireet did not really come into

its owm until the '850's but once started, 1t quickly was taken

There remained the less desirable land along Bergen and
Wyckoff, much of it# swampy and marshy and filled with innumershie
springs, from which 1ittle coreeks ran down into the lsrger
Zowanus, In the hegziming of setilement in Brooklyn, the tidsl
nonds had frequently been dammed and used to operate milds of
various kinds, bul as industry in the New York area progressed
veyond the primitive dsvelopments of the 18th century, more
and more prassure arose for the indusirial develonment of the

SowaEnus ares.



he ildea of draining or f1lling in the marshiand of

sowAnue seemed nétural as a sglution for the problem, It Aapnears
to have first occurred to & Colonel Danilel Richards who had come
%o Brooklyn to live during a major ocutbreak of cholara in Wew
Tork in 183%2.2 Like many others vho were to follow in his wake
he gulekly became interested in the real estate possibllities of
the area, particularly 1in what is now the southern section of
Boerum Hill and Carroll Gardens,

Iventually he was slected & member of the Brooklyn Common
Council and while serving in that office in *BUBI 4% he came up with
2z project for tmilding a Gowanus Canal, which would drain all
“ha marshland and creek 1and that then drained inte the Gowanus
creek., The other members of the council agreed and Richards went
~ff to Albany to enlisi the support of the state legisiature.
"he legislature endorsed his plan but trouble lay ahead,

7is plan called for srection of & wide pler across the
mouth of Gowsnus Creek, which would become 8 large basin for
zooring ships. Altosgether about 200 acres of waier wonld be
mus clearved, With the material dredged from the cresk so that
sufficlent depth could be had for larger vessels To moor, the
»smaining marshiand would be Filled in.

2iehardst vlan wes ambitious but his dreams of a lhrivinz
port in South Brooklyn came to nought because the properity oWners
then in possession of the waterfront wars@éﬁaﬁd san thelr present
sdvantages being forced to give way to unknown interiopers,
Sor this reason they somewhat selflishly put up strenucus

spposition to the scheme and 1t was dropped. /@
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sut with the withdrawal of Richards? plan, there did not
come an end to acitivity in the arsa, Pressure was just ton
Zreat. And adding to the pressure was the fact that scome land at
the head of Gowanus Creek had been set aside meny years previocusly
48 & public landing. Therefore it was natural that moves would be
nede from time to tinme to deepen the channel snd to arrangs better
passage Tor vessels seeking to use those landings.

dowever, it was not until the arrival on the scene of
Sdwin Clark Litchfield, & lawyer made wealthy by handl ing and
dealing in rallroad bond issues, that real progress -- Some would
dount that word -- was made, 11

Litchfleld had bought his first acreage in Frookiyn
in 'B%2,72 It was & huge tract, almost & sguare mile in area and covered
almost the entire srea from the present Greenwood cemetery, Lhrough
Park Slope fo Gowanus, Titchfield's first interests, after he had
bullt himeelf a magnificent mansion on part of the acreage, was
to run streets through the property and sell the bullding lots thus
provided., But eventually he ran out of hizh ground suitabls for
housinz and he turned his attention to the marshland that he &slse
had acquired,

He came up with & scheme which would widen and deepen the
upper reaches of Gowanus Creek, vproviding more then & mile of dock
fromt where only waste land had been before., His method of
sroducing this bonanza -- for New York by this time was becoming
increasingly short of useable land directly available To ships -~

wAag interesting.
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sturdy plles would be driven '8 feet intoc the bottom

of the marsh, spaced ' feet apart. On top of the grid thhe laid
2ut in stralght lines, & railroad would be built, On the ralils
#ould operate steam shovels which would scoop out the muck and trancsfer
it To spaces between the rall lines, thus deepening the channeils
and filling in the marsh at one stroke, Zince the muck taken from
the creek would not provide enough fill for the whole jon, some
of the high banks bordering the marsh area would be scraped down
To provide the lacking lngredients.?3

The scheme was ingenlious but it would require an immense
agount of capital. This created some delay, 2 delay added to by
the interventlion of the Clvil War which provoked strong feelings
in Boerum Hill as 1t did in the rest of Brooklyn,

- A central figure in the anti-slavery movement had come %o
Brooklyn's Plymouth Church on October 0, *B47, He was the
dynamic and controversial Henry Ward Reecher, one of the nost
selebrated orators of 8n age of rretoric. The presence of BEeecher
and the equally celebrated Dr. Richard Storrs at the Church of
the Pilarims in Brooklyn gave discussions of glavery great
prominence in an area where slave-owning had been a tradition
since the earliest times, Frederick Tubberise, for instance,
Boerum Hill's first landowner, appears to have had &t least Two
slaves, 4 And added to the harangues of Beecher and Storrs was
the presence on Treguent visits to Boerum Hill, where he had
friends, of William Sullen Erysnt, a poet, edifor of the New York

E A E S bt

Eppiyg Post, and abolisionist.’5



When wér actually came, Zrooklyn's militia units were
guick to join the Union cause, one of them, the Tourteenth
egiment or Brooklyn Chasseurs first tasted what was to be its
ghare of blood at the battle of Manassas Junction but later
earned the nickname "“ed Devils" in engagements at Bull Rum,
Binn's Hill, Spottsylvanis Court House, Rappahannock Station,
Gettysburg, the Wilderness and #together 22 majer battles,'é

Thaus, Brooklyn familes, including of course those ir
Boerum Hill, felt both the agony and the glory of the war,

Zut when 1t was over, they were equally eager to get
on where they had left off. The war had brought great industrial
prosperity to the northeastern "mited States and Brooklyn was
to share in that prosperity.

For this reason, it was natursl that when the demand for
Industrial land was so great that Litchfield's Gowanus Canal schems
should again be brought up,

In *B6E, therefore, to ralse the enormous sum of money
needed, he charted the Brooklyn Improvement Cﬁigiggﬁghiah fook over
nis land in Brooklyn and purchaced some mtheégkkﬂig iaid the
groundwork for the Gowanus Canal scheme and s8g the result of
a 31=million bond issue floated in *87* actually begsn work, 7

It wasn't long befare coastal vessels were busily plying
the Gowanus waters and delivering cargoes of cogl and lumber te
the busy factories that sprang up in the Gowanus area, (ne of the

factories claimed to be the largest lumber compainy in the east,
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The industrisl boom on the land immediately adjacent to the
waterfront also triggered a new housing boom in the aress between
the earlier subdivisions in the northern section of Boerum Till =nd
Gowanus proper. It was in this time that Bergen snd Wyckoff Streats
and Nevins and Bond Streets were built up.

2at with the boom came another problem, a problem that
has continued until &lmost exactly a century later., The Gowanus
canal was polluted. Dr. Charles Ferchland, who lived on 3rd Avenue
wrote in September *B888: "The canal as & disease-breseder occouples
the first place in the minds of South Brooklynites." “8 It is
interesting to note that this criticism of industrial pollution
2rought the reply from the factory owners that the problem was
merely tempoerary and would he remedied as soon as new pallution-Free
nachinery was installed,

Jed traffic was not the only means of communication which
nelped the rise of Doerum Hill, As early as “832, the BErcoklyn and
samaics Ballrcad had been chartered to operate a line from
Irooklyn to Queens, along Atlantic Avenue. It d4id build a line
it eventually sold out to the Long Island Rail Road in “83F,
shortly after placing its first locomotive in service, Another
member of the Litchfield family of promoters, Electus 2, Litchfield
wag prominent in these affairs, He also operated street rallway
iines, including one that ran in "854 on Bond and Nevins 3Streets.”9

It was to serve this auickly increasing rall traffic that
a turmel wag built under Atlantic Avenue from the East River frontage
to the present Flatbush terminal in /$3/ although it has not been
s ed sinc%?§§evarthm1ﬁms, some of the existing bulldings on

Atlantic Avenue have access to the tunmnel from special sub-basements,
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All this development had stirred its share of controversy,
and to get across the pointes of view of the various proponents,
it was natural <that newspapers would arise, Sperum Hill had its
share of the host of newspépers published in Brooklyn in the middlie
of the '9th century, The most prominent and lasting was The Prookiym
Daily Times, which had begun its carser in ‘848 as 88 The
Wiliamsburgh Dally Times, It was founded by George Q.Senngtt and
Aaron Smith but when Williamsburgh and Erocklyn mergedf?i%ﬁgggp
shifted to RBrooklyn under the sole ownership of Bennﬁttfénd its
name changed, Originally it had been independent of party alliances
but gradually drifted into Republicanism,.20

Another shorter-lived Republican sheet was the Brooklyn

Cally Transeript which lasted just long enough to get across
shelr abolitionist views in the election campelgn of “859-.40, 2°

Zy this time, the late "9th century, Boerum Hill had
nhysically taken pretiy much its present shape. It endured, with
the rest of the world, the zreat depressions of the final guarter
of the century. And it gzrasped at whatever straws of prosperity
came its way.

The population, which had been pradcm&%ntly Duter at the
beginning of the century had ziven way to English domination
and by the middle of the century was starting to have a
considerable Irish admixture, 7%15 infiux changed The #rea 1r
ceveral ways, not least in religious matters., Whereas In the
first quarter of the century most citizens were numembers of various
Protestant sects, by the time the cenlury was threequarters over,

t wag largely Catheolle.



3%

It had changed the &rea politicslly too. In the first part
of the century, the area had been a Republiscan stronghold. 2ut
in the latter half, the strength of the Democracy was overpowering,

3t by the tine Queen Victoria and a1l she stoed for had
departed this life, Boerum Hill was geitting ready to undergo
another series of changes, changes that would doom the elegant
townhouses of Dean and State 3Streeis to new careers as rooming nouser
for Irish laborers, that would see the first influx of Syrians,
Lebanese and other Middle Easterners intoc the western sxtremity of
the district, along Aflantic Avenue, and would ses another
influr,bhis time of Scandanavians at the other end of Atlaniic
Avenue.

S0 numerous were the Scandavians, principslly Swsdes, that
“his section of Atlantic was Mmown as "Swedish Zroadway.%"22 They
nad come to the area originally becanse of 1ts closeness to the
bustling Brooklyn docks but having srrived, they liked what they
caw and established businesses, Practically the only sign of thelr
passage through the area, however, since most of the familles havs
long since moved to qth&r areas, notably Bay Ridge, 18 what is
perhaps the district’s finest church, the %‘gﬁish Bethlehem Gvanzelical
Tutneran Church at Pacific Street and 3rd Avenue. The present tuilding
was erscted in 1894 put the congresgation was organized ms early as
874,23
The history of this church sheds considerable 1ight on the

nistory of the whole area, for like 1tis fellow oitizens &t this
cime it was transitory, moving Trom place to place at itz membershin

zrew and changzed.
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The congregation had its beginnings when services were
held in a small chapel on Rergen Street near Sixtn Avenue, jnst
outside the eastern limits of Boerum Hill, After three months
there in "874, it moved to a downtown location on Fudson Lvenue
betwesn Hyrtle and Willoughby Streets, There, through lack of
attendance, it faltered. However, it was soon revived and bagan
services again in the German Tutheran Church which then stood on
Schermerhorn Streel between Court Street and Boerum Place, at
the western end of Boerum Fill., Finally on April '35, "874,
the congregation was officislly orgsnired and held its first services
in a rented hall at 386 Atlantic Avenue, It continued £o hold
services there until 78B2, when 1t purchased the former Clinten
3treet Presbyterian Church on Pacific Street between Hoyt and Smith
Streets. Just bpefore this move, the congregation had bought =»
lot on Bergen Street, between 3rd and Bih Avenuss, with the intention
of bullding there, but with the move fo Pacific Street, this plan
was shelved. Et 5§antualzy, the congregation, swelllng with the
influx of more Swedes, moved again, this time to the site of its
present massive Romanesgue cathedral,Zi

As a sidelight to this moveable feast of scripture, it is
interesting to examine the history of the Clinton “treet Presbybterisn
=wurch which #he Tutherans bought in 1882, It began 1ife as 2
Presbyterian Church and then s taken over by the Lutherans who
tn turn sold it to the Wesleyan Methodist congregation, now in
zedford-Stuyvesant, who in turn sold it to the Syrian grthodox
echurch which consecrated it as a cathedral and buried a bishop

25

+here, before selling it to & Spanish Baptist congregation,
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Zut new changes were ahead, The world was getting
smaller. Communications were improving, The pace of life in the
Srooklyn domimmted by The EBrocoklyn Eagle and the aristocracy
of Brocklyn Heights was about to vanish. The effects on Zoerum
2111, although not noticeable for some years, were to prove

catastrophic. 34
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Downfall

There seemed llttle hint of trouble ahead when the
new century dawned., Theere had been of course the flurry of
excitement in Teddy Roosevelt's "splendid 1littie war" but the
zreat evenis in Europe were not to e imagined,

Zoerum Hill was busy. The industry that lay betwean 1L
and the Gowanus Cangl provided plenty of employment , as 4id
the docks along the rest of Brookiyn's waterfront,

True, Brooklyn had seen some changes, but the Brooklyn
Academy was still home to many of the world's great opera and
stage stars, Gage and Tolluer's was still serving succuleni chope
and seafood and the Brocklyn Dodgers were everybody's Tavorite
bageball team. Put the old homes of Boerum Hill were residences
increasinzly, not for one family but for a family and a sollection
of roomers.

T rese new Brooklynites wers mostly icwer:élaﬁs, Irish
and.as the years went byﬁztaliaﬁ laboring men. 7o service thelr
sntertainment needs, “mith 3treet, which had been from 1ts earliest
days a shopping center for the district, now began to boast an
inereasing number of Irish saleons, In the streetl itself, however,
Italian barrow boys éﬁﬁi;ﬁhaWEed their fruit and other wares,®

T ife was hard for most of the newcomers but They were
normally peaceable and the community continued. Even the advent of

World War I and America’s first great foray as an admitted worid

power, did 1ittle to disrupt their way of existence,



Sut the war was hardly over when & major soeoial upheaval
struck the nation and most directly, Boerum Hill, This was the
nassage of the Volstead Act, the legislation that put The
administrative Dbite inte the 18th Amendment to the Unlted “tates
Sonstitution: Prohibltion had arrived,

To the saloons of Smith Street, it spelled caisuiiy. To the
hard-working, hard-drinking Irish and Italians it wes death.

Zowever, they scon found =2 remedy. As elsewhere in the
nation and in New York City, speakeasies gqulckly replaced the
spen-door saloons, Bathtub gin and raw alchbdl replaced the
aguiet beers, formerly the favorite drini, And with the sneakeasies
came trouble in another form.

Seerum Hill was not far from Red Hook, which already was
falling increasingly under the grip of a group of Sicilian
zangsters., The word Mafia and the name 2lack Hand gang began to
=& neard with increasing freguency in the area. There were imltators
toa., For example, some of the speaks in the eastern end of the
community paid protection to & group af thugs calling themselves
the White Hand gang.Z

“ne Roaring Twenties had caught up with Boerum Hill with a
Tengeance.
And they were hardly on the wane wefore &n even worse
avent was to spring on the community.
apocklyn , especially the area of arookliyn Heighte,
Cobble Hill, Boerum Hill and ¥ort 3reene?had come into existence
fop the resson that they were in close proximity to the finangial

districts of lower Hanhattan.
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So, when Wall Street sneered, Brooklyn caught opnenmonis,
When ¥Wall Street caught pneumonia, Brooklyn, including Toerunm
311l was given up for dead.

Life-long savings evaporated guickly. Houses weras sold
when mortzages were foreclesed or when tay arrears plled up beyond

the value of the house, Famllies that had lived in the area for
decades found they were out in the street, Zthers, In desperate
moves to make ends meet, crowded more and more roomers ints the
~1d high-cellinged rooms.

“tmps were btough and by the end of the "920's they showed
1ittle sign of recovering, It was only when defence orders began
ts pour intoe the Navy Yard and other inAustries that things began
o tmprove. Fut this improvenment was finsneizsl and not =soclal,

“he already orcwded roominy houses were forced to admit
even more paying guests as the homeowners gonght Lo make uvp
for lost time.

With the outbreak of war with Japan in 931, the downfall
of the district seemed beyond repair, High-paying War jobs &nd
the influx of =sajilors to the Havy lard as vezzels were rushed in and
aus brouzht & new menace to the aresa, Prostitutes plied the bars
in the area, farticularly in the &ﬁﬁ" fnd of the aistrict and
2s pesidents moved out to avoid the vice, she ¥ice spread in o

£111 the 7ACCUuM.

noerum Hill was well on ibe way to
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vecoming & slun.
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“nen yet another compllcation arose.
‘purred by endemically low economic econditions on thelr
native island and lured by tales of the fabulous wages to be

savrad in New York, thousands of Fuertec Hlcans descendsd on

»LF

the city. A zreat many of them moved into Boerum Hill, ATty racted
by itz convenlence and of course by ite low rents,

A glance at immigration fligures glves sone ides of
the floods

1945, “4,000; 1946, 40,0003 ‘947, 25,000; 948,

33,0003 1949, 26,0003 1950, 35,0003 1951, 50,0004 "Q52, 60,000
1333, 70,0003 1954, 21,0003 1955, 45,0003 ° gg&a, A0,000.3

‘mepe were several reasons for this Inflow, Travel
by air had become cheap and guick, Their isliand , in agdition
to being poverty-ridden and economically inhospitabale, was
owercrowded, Even at that time it housed more thean £40 mersons
per sguare niled,

st that conditions in Hew York were much betber, In

1950 it was reported that 272 per cent of all Puerto Rican homes
1meked a private bath, compared with 0 per cent .of other
aationalities, Ten per cent of Puerto Rican homes housed more than

.

‘.5 persons per Troom, comparsd with & per cent of whites, Im

addition, for thiér poorer living guarters, Puerto Ricans

nendicapped by thelr language barrier, tended to pay higher rente .4
Those were the average conditions in New York. In DBoerum

9111, if anything, condlbions were wWorse, In one house on

Dean Street, for example, a Tamnily of & man, wife and three young

shildren crowded into one room without bath or plumbing.



In the adjoining room were two men, On the floor above,
twe large rooms each housed two more men, A small hall room, with
room only for & bed, housed a single man, n the fourth floor,
the rear room housed three men beneath a leaking roof, 4 large closet
had been converted Into a room that fro-e in winter and roasted in
sumnmer, bui housed twe men. The front room housed two more men
and 2 hall room one more, The only persons with any degrees of
confort were the family in the ground floor: a gramdfather and
grandmother, 8 husband, wife and child, They owmed the house
that was home for Z5 people, It had originally been bullt in
842 for a rich doctor and though it had endured some hard times
after 1890 when it became an Irish rooming house, 1t had really
hean in good condition until it was sold te She=Punerie Rigan =ho
ﬁllﬂﬁﬁ*égzi-ﬂaih&& £6 cram his countrymen in to meet the payments
am the mortgage he had ascauired,
In the face of this overpowering influr, the former
Irish and Italian and other families fled to the suburbs,

Another factor added to the overcrowding in the district,
rmmediately sSouth of Zoerum Hill, in Gowanus, large tracts of former
row housing was torm dowm to make way for high rise housing
nrojetts, This brought , for the Tirst time, large numbers of
vlacks to the area, It was ironic that the district whiech had
trumpeted 3o eagerly for an end to slavery, a century lafer was

te recoil in horror when the blacks arrived in force. 3
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Crime, notably prostitution was already & considershle
zroblem in the area. With the increase in populstion and the
disintegration of the old housing, it became worse, The hydra-headsd
m%%ter of drug addiction and ﬁistrihntion;;;peared. By compeirisen,
the days of the Mafila and the White Hand gang seemed romantic
interludec.

Touses were abandonned. Industries folded up snd left,
Streets became infested with addicts and hookers. Garbage was
strewn, uncollected, in all directions.

Boerur Hill had hit rock bottom, There was no where else

to go but up, 4



Revival

a8 in its beginnings, Boerum Hill's revival was trizgered
by Brooklyn Helghtis,

Az Hew York faced a drastic housing shortage in the days
Just after World War II, people , particularly those workings
in Wall Street, turned again to the biz old houses of the Helghts
when they were unable to get 2 home in Hanhattan, 7o their surprise,
after the low, cramped apartments of Manhattan, the aliry old brownstones
seemaed 1;@ palacez, At first there was just a trickle of brave sonls
venturing to hreak the barriers of crime and decay that nad
affected the Reights, btut eventuslly the demand bhecame such that
it emceeded The supply.

s the latecomers turned first to Cobble Hill, which had
not decayed as Buch as Boerum Hill but when space Tilled up there
“oc and prices rose, the still-standing houses of Boerum Hill
priced as low as 235,000 or 27,000, with a 23-foot, T4-room
brownstone avallable for perhaps 315,000.locked very atiractive,
degspite the erime and filth in the streetls,

*he renovators had arrived.

At first there were only a few hardy souls, some on Dean
atreet, @ few others on State Street, But gradually there ware nore,
At that stage, speculators, who had made a killing in the Helghts
and Cobble Hill moved in on the action,

They were & varied crew but their alm was the same: & wulck

killing.
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A typical example was an Italian handyman, wWho called himself
a carpenter, “e had been borm in Red Hook during the Depressions
g0 he knew the area well., His knowledge of it had been augmented during
his forays with a juvenile gang, one of many which paraded through
South Brooklyn during the 1950's,

Fronm beggningg ag & handyman who repaired glosefs and
such 1ike for the newecomers in Broocklyn Helights, he progressed
to being a home repalr contractor in Boerum Hill, ¥Within a year or
20 he had scraped enough money tomether to buy his first house
on Dean Street, He evicted the roomers, mostly Puerto Ricans,
renovated the apartments and installed modern kitechens and bathroooms.
To his surprize the aparitments rented instantaneously at high rents,
He was on his way. Within another year or =o he Was ouying urp
whole rows of houses, as many as 10 at a time, Having bought them
ne would repair them at the cheapest possbble manner and the elther
rent them or sell them.

Zut he, like several other of the operators, everextended
~imself and eventually his economic bubble burst, Today, he 1is
sack in the home repair contracting business.

Generally, however, & new class of people have moved into
Boerum Hill. They tend to be white, middle class, professional
people, with a surprisingly large number of them employed in the
communications media, Others work in Wall Street for stock brokerage
houses and for banks,

In politics, they tend to be liberal, mich Lo the chagrin

5 %

af the regular Democrats who have held power for generations from

=

the asmctity of the United Man~ini Democratic Clubnouse on

Hregy -
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“here have been threats again, however, to this upward
revival of the area. In 1970, the State regisiabture was confremted
¥ith a bill to establish the Atlantic Avenus Development Authority,
Its sponsors argued that its name deseribed its trus aims, the
revival of & throughfare which has fallen on bad times, not only
in Boerum Hill, bui eastward in 3Sedford-Stuyvesant and partioularly
in Bushwick and Brownsville., 3But to the residents of Boerum Hill
and the other communities affected, the purpose seemsd not revival
wut eradication in favor of a new expressvway scross Brooklyn. They
zounted a massive campaign, complete with mnmass marches on Albany
and blockages of the extremely busy intersection of Atlantic and
«miﬁmsh Avenues, The result: Withdrawal of the bill. 3
Other problems have continued, Drug addiction, especially
among the black and Spanish communities has increased rahher than
abated,
New problems have arisen too, The svietion of poor Puerte
ilcans from even the shabby rooming houses in which they lived
to make roomw for the renovators has caused considerable 111 will
an the part of those removed and some guilt on the part of the
liberals who have replaced them. There hag been no major frlction
so far, but many residents woefully predict it will come, A major
nousing project, suggested for the vacant land on State Sireet
between Swith Ztreet and Pond Street, has alresdy glven siorm
warnings of future confllict,
Zut &% the moment, no outward tension has developed,
"he new home owners are busy repairing the faded glorles

af townhouses erected for the middle slass of & century and a

nalf ago. The Spanish-speaking residents are busy too. They are



taking the first steps on the road of upward mobility that was
folliowed earller by the British, Swedish, Irish, Itallan and
¥iddle Eastern people who gave Boerum Fill its past, Their

travel upward has been, like many of those sarlier citirens,

nampered by langusge problems, by poverty and overcrowding.

But progressing, many of them are, And with progress., it =zeems

likely they too will move on.
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conclusion

It 1s three and a half centuries since the Canarsies
ruled supreme in the ares that iz now Boerum Hill., The corn
flelds that they tilled ape covered with houses and schools and
churches and factories. The waters that They fished are Tilled in
5T polluted,

“he Duten who supplanted them have gone too, 28 have mos®
o the Enziish who in turn replaced the Dutch, COthers have come and
zome too,

n the process, marsh has been turned into city street,
ipland into rallread or highway., T“rees have been chopned down
or, as along “tate, Paéific and Dean Streets planted again to
commemorate World War I dead.’

This march of time and of events has not been entirely
unique. It has been almost & mirroer of the greater city of ¥ew
Tork, of which Boerum Hill is only a tiny part, 2at it has also
nad some differences.

hat other part of the city can boast for example that it
gave blrth to the Mack truck, to bandleader Vincent Loper, that
gsaw the capture of the notorious Willy Sutton? What other comminity
can claln s2 or would want to claim -- that it is the home of
perhaps the most famous of all lavatives??

Boerum Hill has had its poets, starting with =idney Tanier,
whom lived at 194 Dean “treet in the 19th century. It has had its
novellists, L.J.Davis and Paula Pox of the 1970%s, and James Fenimore

Zooppr of an eariler time. 3
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t has seen gaslight replace candlelight and electricity
repiace gas, The livery stable that once stood on itlantic Avenne
near Hoyt, is now a garage,

It has seen politiciang, William O'*Dwyer domating an
ambulance to Holy FPamily Hospital. John Hooney first supnorting
and then opposing the Vietnam Yar,

in many ways, Boerum Fill has been a mirror to Tew York,
it has refiected the ups and dowms of the great city around it,
out in ite latest incamastion 1t also offers & lesson, which
anfortunately seems to be lgnored,

Ten years apo, Boerum Fill was a slum, on its way to anarchy
and anninilation in the same way that other 3Srooklwnm slums such
ag EZast MNew York sand Em#%ick and Brownsville have gone down inteo
degcay. But Boerum Hill, has revived, largely due to the efforis
of the browvnstone renovators who have cheerfully, if not always
capably, rejavenated the old tmildings. It seems & pity that this
exazple is not copled in other areas before the city 1s glven over
again to riot and mayheu.

L
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Secause the material for this paper was gathered by
various means, from manuseripts, books, old documente, maps

and newspapers as well &g personal interviews, the customary

rractife of listing sources as primery or secondary, will not

bg Tollowed.

“ollowing 1s a list of written source masterial:

Bergen, Teunis G.: "The Bergen “amily," Rergen and Tripe, ¥New York,
1864,

curdge,ranklin: "The Life of a Patriot, whom death deprived of the
honor of Signing the Declaration of Independence, Simon Roerum
of Brooklyn," unpublished, in the collection of the Tong Tsland
Zistorlcal Society, writtem in New York, 1874,

Callender, James H.:" Yesterdays on Brooklyn Heights,” the Dorland
Press, New York, 1927.

‘ropsey, Frances Bergen: "Indisn Trails of ¥Xings County," an
apublished mongraph written for the Daughters of the American
fevolution, in the collection of the Long Island Hist orical
foclety, New York, 925,

Oworkls, Martin B.,, edltor:i "The Impact of Puerto Rican Migration
an Governmental Jervices in New York City," New York University
Press, New York, 1957

Filbert, Gilbert H,, Wightman,Tucius T, and Saunders,¥W,.L,:" The
Jubways and Tunnels cf New York,® John Wiley and =ons, New York,

1912,



Macleod, William Christie: "The Indians of Brookiyn," an unpublished
sanuserint complled under the suspices of the Tederal Works Agensoy,
dorke Projects Administration, 1939-40, in the collection of |
~he Longz Island Historiecal Society,

“tiles, Henry Reed:™ The Civil, Political, Professional and
Zcclesiastical Histery and Commercial and Industrisl Secord af
the County of Xings and the City of Brooklyn, New York, from
1683 to *884,* with Stiles as edifor-in-chief, assisted hy
“e3.Proctor and L.P.Brockett, 3 vols., W.W.Munsell and Lo.,
Hew York, 1BBL,

Stryker, Harriet Rodda:"Reminiscences of Peter Wyekoff of Ruswick,
“+I.." In the collection of the Long Island Historieal “ociety,
anpublished but written in 1958,

Weld, Ralph Foster:" Brooklyn Village, 1B1/4-1834% (Numbher VII

of the New York State *istorical Association Series, Dixen Ryan

"0x, edibtor),Columbia University Press, New York, 1938,

Hewspaperss
“he New York World.
Tne Hew York “imes,
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Ferris, William E.,1855, in the collection o the Long Island
gistorical Society,

nartin, Alewxander, 1839, in the collectlon of the Tonz Island
distorical Soclety.

in the eollection of the Long Island
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Zistorliesl Society.
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Heid, Thomas, of President “trset, Trocklym,
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garlate, Anthony, 3% Felix Plage, Trocklyn.
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teers, J1lifford, Pacific “irest |, Brooklwym,
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“aeld, T U, ™ Historic and Antigunrisn dosnes in Grooxlyn anc

B - o - - - e o P ’1 -:, s 3 e
- ane. Joseph K.1 " The Brooklyn Inprovement Co. -= A Briefl History
k 2

- 5 % B i ” B y i Ay e e S
in Zonpr of its 100th Anniversary,® Harbrouck, "histle snd To,

ty Years of Tight from the Star of RBethlehen,”

1]

mistory of Zethlienen Tutheran Zvangelical Church, 2rookiym,

i

1934%,
Guidebooks

American Institute of Architesture Guide te Wew York City, Forval
White and Zlliot Willensky, editors, the MacMillan Company,
¥ew York, 19¢7.

Gensologies

Garrison, Wendell P.; "Memoranda of the Garrison family for Thres
Generations," The Nation, ¥ew York, 1874,

Bperum Family records in Mew York Public Tibrary,
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t Stiles, Henry Reed;" The Civil, Political, Professional and
Zecleslasticeal History and Commercial and Industrial Rscord »f
Lhe County of ¥ings and the ity of Brookiyn, ¥ew York, fronm
15683 to 18847 Y W.Munsell and Co., Yew York, 188k, ve1 *
Page 33,

Alsoi Weld, Ralph "nster:” Brooklyn Village, 1874-1834,7 Columbis
University Press, New York, *9138,
Z:Cropsey, ‘rances Rergeni"Indian Trails of Kings Sounty," unpublished

monograph written for the Daughters of the American Rewnlution, in
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the collection of the Lo
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% Island Historical Soclety. Page ©,
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Stiles, Vol. !, Page 22,
ks Ibid,Vel., 1, Page 3%,

5: Ibid, Vol *, Page 414,
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manuscript compliled under the ausnices of the “ederal Worke Asmenny
Works Projects Adminimtration, 1979-40, in the colleciion of the

Long Island Historical Association, Pages are unnumbered,

.
£l

ibid,

23 3tiles, supra, Vol 1, Pagze 23. Alsc Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Jme 4,
1936, which places the site of the Renneit house on the nresent
1iﬁe of 3rd Avenue, Just past Z28th Street,

33 Cropsey, supra, Page 9.

23 Vacleod , William Christlei™ The Indians of Zrooklyn," an unpudlished



LT

Chapter 2

-

: Stiles, supra,ige Vol, ', Page 24,

Z3 Cropsey, suprs, Page 2,

3: Bergen,Teunis G,: "The Bergen Tamily," Bergen and "ripp, New York,
1866, Page 15,
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Cropsey, sSupra, Page 2.
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Bergen, supra, Pages 126-°30., Also mep facing page 533,
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Stiles, supra, Page 53.

B: Ibid, Page %5,

$: One difficulty encountered by &anyone writing a history of ths
Duteh times in early Brooklyn, 1s that of rationallzing the speliing
of place and family nsmes. The usual practice here has heen Lo use
modern style, Thus Breuckelen, Breuckelyn, BErooklsnd and other
versions are usually rendered Brooklyn, Some exceptlons have been
made -- a8 in the case of ¥idwout -- where the smnse seemed o
reguire 1it.
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Weld, supra, Page 320.
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sf the honor of 8igning the Declaration of Independence, Timon
Zperum of Brooklyn," unpublished, in the collection of the the Tong
Island Historical Society, writtem in New York, 1874, Pages
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1 Stiles, supra, Page 245 and following.
2: Ibld, Pages 249-50,

%3 Ibid, Pages Z54-53,

3 Ibld, Pages 29£-97,

53 Ibid, Pages 307-308.

*:+ Weld, supra, Page 274,

71 Hooker®s Map of the Village of Brooklyn in the year *827, published
for the Rigshop's Manual of the Corporation for “84%, In the
collsgtion of the Long Island Historieal Society,

s  Ibid,



