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Boerum Hill Bulletin
The Boerum Hill Association is a volunteer organization of residents of Boerum Hill. We seek to preserve and enhance the unique
qualities of our neighborhood through advocacy, education and community building. Go to www.boerumhillassociation.org

M E M B E R S O F
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Howard Kolins, President
Dwight Smith, Vice President
Rose Weber, Treasurer *
Leah Barrett
Larry Burda
Michael Cosaboom
Marilyn Donahue-Schiller
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Brian Gorlick
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Leslie Lewis
Hannah Mason
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At
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this subject
received
the
Thethe
once
was aGeneral
time when
if you said
you lived30th,
in Boerum
Hill people
would ask,
most
comments
from
our
residents.
No
one
was
a
big
fan
of
these
pro“Where’s that?” Now it seems that everyone wants to live here. Just walk around
jects
and you’ll see construction everywhere. If you spy an empty lot, there will soon be
another building going up.

While we have not seen much production activity in past years, recently
we’ve
repeatedly
by the
weekly
spy drama,
“The
Americans,”
This is been
not all
bad news.visited
For many
years
the Atlantic
Avenue
“gap”
near the
and
a
new
NBC
mini-series
called,
“The
Slap.”
Both
projects
have
taken
up
Brooklyn House of Detention was an annoying eyesore. Two of the vacant corners
multiple
when
are about blocks
to be filled
in. shooting on the residential blocks and “The Slap”
took over Atlantic Avenue more than once.
Once a gas station, the southeast corner, 252 Atlantic, will be a two-story retail
The
primary gripe:
complained about having to move their cars
development.
(photoNeighbors
below).

and the subsequent search for scarce parking. Noisy generators, late
hours, lights focused on many residences and a general lack of consideration for the residents were among the other annoyances cited.

Sid Meyer
Steve Neiman
Stephen Radacinski
Anthony Rock
Brooke Toomey
(*non-board member)
Board meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month from September through June at 7:00pm in
the Hopkins Center.

This is a $7 billion industry that brings many jobs to New York City. While
overall that’s great, the direct impact to the community is inconvenience
for the residents and lost income for local businesses. Complaints to the
Film Office have resulted in earlier permit postings and some higher level
of concern from the production companies.
Both productions made contributions to the community. “The Americans”
gave $5000 to Gowanus in Unity Tutoring and “The Slap” gave $1000 to
the
BHA.
While
across the street on the northwest corner, 60 Boerum Place, will be a
mixed commercial/residential building. (below). Expect the last remaining lot

SAVE THE
DATE!

Hoyt Street
Plant Sale
Saturday, May 2nd
Sunday, May 3rd

The
Atlantic
Avenue
BIDdeveloped
has requested
a production moratorium on the
east of
252 Atlantic
to be
soon after.
commercial strip from Thanksgiving through Christmas which the BHA
supports. The Film Office has not responded.
Read on for more.

When the BHA reached out to other brownstone neighborhoods we
learned that most had more days of production than we’ve seen. The common opinion is that we’re proud that Brooklyn is hot but repeated filming
negatively affects our quality of life. Open, timely communications as well
An 11-story, 75-unit mixedas
some control over the permitting dates and locations are among the
use building with 46,428
issues
need
to be addressed.
square that
feet of
commercial
space (right)
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On the Boerum Hill Yahoo group, a neighbor recently be held and the BHA will be asking
commented on the large construction cranes looming questions.
over downtown and the pending loss of light and air
we’ve enjoyed in our community.
Boerum Hill is a small community
of friendly people who like to live
How will so many new residents affect us? Many close to the big city. Its important
shops and restaurants will gain customers. There will for us to stay close to our neighbe more new retail due to all this foot traffic.
bors.
Some issues have already arisen. No new school construction is planned much to the dismay of new downtown residents who are shocked to find already
crowded public and private schools.

The Annual Hoyt Street Association Plant Sale is a
traditional event that introduces neighbors to each
other while encouraging greening. One small event
that weaves our community together.

While many newcomers don’t have cars, expect more The BHA is organizing other greening events this year
congestion and fighting for parking. For all of us tak- in an effort to get everyone outside to beautify our
ing mass transit, there will be even more crowded tree beds while we build new friendships.
trains.
Please join us in this effort.
A new zoning proposal could alter the brownstone
blocks of Boerum Hill. The affect on “contextual zonIn community,
ing,” which preserves our low-rise profile, could be
undermined by this effort. Public meetings will soon Howard Kolins, BHA President

Under Construction!
New residents are coming and will be coming. Many spectacular new one-family homes have sprouted on
State Street and more have just begun. The parking lot at State and Bond Streets will become five new townhouses.
This parking lot (below) at Bond and State will be
transformed into the townhouses (left).
73-79 Bond Street will have five four-story townhouses, each 18 feet wide with 4 bedrooms, 3.5
baths and a garage. These modern homes will be
a handsome addition to this block.

Another view of the current parking lot looking south with the
Belarusian Church in the background. (right).
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SUPER HEROES

FRIENDS

Barrett Design and Development, LLC
Kim Soule, James Crow & Sue Wolfe, The Corcoran
Group

61 Local
Steve Radacinski
Trezza Management
Hope Veterinary Clinic
The Sterling School
Lone Star Construction

HEROES
Terry Naini, TOWN Residential
Jim Kerby, Prudential Douglas Elliman

MORE FRIENDS

PATRONS

Exit 9
Gumbo
Sterling Place

Jean Austin & Ellen Gottlieb, Brooklyn Bridge Realty,
Ltd
Building On Bond

Sottocasa
Sahadi’s
Sterling Wines
The Invisible Dog

SPONSORS
Atlantic Avenue Local Development Corporation
Emily Fisher, Stribling
Peter McGuire, Smith Hanten Properties
Jean Sardo, JS Realty

D e v e l o p m e n t

( c o n t i n u e d )

Walk to the northern edge of Boerum Hill
and an astounding amount of construction
is taking place along Schermerhorn and
Livingston Streets. Just up the block from
the development on the facing page, you
find new construction about to begin on
Bond Street between Schermerhorn and
Livingston Streets.
Until recently this was a large five-story
parking garage with ground floor retail. (A
popular International House of Pancakes
will be moving diagonally across the street).
The shabby retail strip on Livingston Street
needed improvement. Displaced businesses include Papa Johns, a bus depot, and
car rental among others.. If you’ve been in
the neighborhood a long time, you will remember the infamous and problematic
Bond Street Drop In Center that local residents were happy to see closed.
This new 25-story building, 33 Bond Street, will include 714 residential units of which 143 will be affordable..
There will be almost 30,000 sq. ft. of ground floor retail space. The building will include 170 parking spaces.
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You can find this map at http://assets.downtownbrooklyn.com/maps/DB-Development-Map.pdf. In 2004,
Downtown had 430 residential units, at the end of 2014 there were 7323 and another 4600 in construction.

While commercial development like Metrotech will not be duplicated, 11 local colleges have
over 60,000 students enrolled. Two schools will be improving and expanding on Jay Street.
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Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________ City _________________ State _______ Zip ___________
Phone _____________________________ Email _________________________________________________________
Your contact info will never be shared or sold, and you may opt out of any communications at any time.
Yearly Membership (open to all residents of Boerum Hill) □ $10 – NEW MEMBERS ONLY
□ $25 – Individual
□ $15 – Individual Senior/Student/Low-income
□ $40 – Family

□ $25 – Family* Senior/Student/Low-income

Business Supporters (listed on BHA website, newsletters, and other publications)
□ $125 – Business Donor
□ $250 – Business Sponsor
Contributions (Not a resident or business owner? Or checked a box above but still want to do more? Contributions of any
size are always welcome and help support the important work of the BHA)
□ + $100 “Good Neighbor

□ + $250 “Neighborhood Hero!”

□ + $_______ Other

The BHA membership year is from January 1 to December 31.
31. Members in good standing as of June 1 may vote in the
June board election. All others, including business supporters, may not vote but are welcome at all BHA events and activities.
* Family memberships (2+ adults in the same household), are entitled to two votes. Individual members receive one
vote.

Contribute Your Talent and Energy
Join your neighbors who volunteer to work on BHA activities and community priorities. Identify your areas of interest.
□ Atlantic Yards
□ Block Captain (help distribute BHA notices on your block)

□ Public Relations and Communication (neighborhood
calendar, block associations, press releases, etc.)
□ Parks and Playgrounds (improving Douglass/Greene
Park)

□ Boerum Hill History
□ Community Events (meetings, holiday party, house tour)
□ Greening & Neighborhood Beautification
□ Land Use (development, zoning, building noise)
□ Land marking

□ Quality of Life (public safety, sanitation, recycling, noise)
□ Technology (website, email, online tools)
□ Traffic and Transportation (transit, parking, etc.)
□ Tutoring (homework help to neighborhood youth)

□ Membership (recruitment, member services)

□ Other: _________________________________________

□ Newsletter

Make your check payable to the Boerum Hill Association.
Association
Mail this form and the check to the:
Boerum Hill Association,
Association P.O. Box 020583, Brooklyn, NY 11202
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Across the street from the project on page 3 will be a new 13-story hotel with 285 rooms, a small ballroom
and conference area. Rumored to be an Ace Hotel, there will be a ground floor restaurant and a few small
retail spaces. (No rendering was available at this time).
Nearby State Street residents successfully convinced the developer to move the hotel entrance from narrow, congested Bond Street to much wider Schermerhorn Street and a rear problematic rear patio has been
eliminated.
Expect these projects (see 333 below and 285 on the next page) to transform Schermerhorn Street from
Bond Street to Third Avenue. What was sleepy office space will become much trafficked commercial and
residential strips. Two projects at Nevins Street are not included in this newsletter simply for space reasons.
(Right) Four townhouses are going up on
the dusty lot that was across the street from
PS 261. 321-325 Pacific Street will consist
of two buildings, split to be four single-family
homes. Red-brick facades seamlessly integrate into the surrounding environment.
There are curb-cuts for the four garages, but
this had been a parking lot with a large cut.

(Left) 333 Schermerhorn, at Flatbush and Third Avenue, (technically not in Boerum Hill but downtown)
will rise 53 floors, as a 581-unit tower, 577 feet tall.
The base will have 35,615-square foot of commercial
space. Called the “The Hub” it will feature an ornamental rooftop crown. This large building will face the
new Two Trees BAM South tower that will stand 32
stories tall, with 384 residences, 20% of which will be
designated as affordable, 21,928 square foot retail,
45,148 square feet of cultural space, and an extensive outdoor component. These two are game changers for our area and Brooklyn.
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(Left) The L-shaped parcel that was a
laundromat with parking at the corner of
Nevins Street and Atlantic Avenue, will
become 31 apartments including a few
duplexes, as well as a full-floor unit on the
seventh floor in the “south building section” (the north building section only rises
to six stories). The lot, 472 Atlantic Avenue, stretches to the residential address
of 465 Pacific Street. 16 parking spaces
are included in the project.

(Right) 285 Schermerhorn Street, currently the
home of Brooklyn Community Services’s seven-story
building, will double its size, to 14 stories and 140
feet. 106 apartments may be rentals and could include below-market rates. Parking is not included in
the plan. Expect the adjacent buildings to be added
to the list of development in the coming years.

(Left) A small lot at 287 Pacific Street & 289
Pacific Street, just east of Smith Street, will
yield a five-story building of 10 apartments with
a unit average of 930 square feet, with three
roomier apartments at the top, including a duplex. There is two-car garage on the ground level. It will be a good deal taller than the threestory 19th century structures next to it, but the
setback above the third floor creates continuity
with the building to the right.

Boerum Hill Association
P.O. Box 020583
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0583
www.boerumhillassociation.org

Growing a better Boerum Hill

New in the nabe
Ganso Yaki, 515 Atlantic Avenue
Just opened at the corner of Atlantic and Third
Avenues. Sister restaurant to Ganso Ramen at 25
Bond.
Taking inspiration from alleyway shops, backstreet
restaurants and, pushcart vendors, Ganso Yaki’s
expansive menu focuses on “yaki” — Japanesestyle grilling — and other street food classics. The
same great style and care of the ramen shop applied to grilled food.
Masala Grill, 501B Atlantic Avenue
Delicious, authentic fusion Indian cuisine and a
family owned business. Relaxed, contemporary
atmosphere. All dishes use only the freshest of
ingredients, cooked with natural herbs and own
spice blends. Tandoori, curry, vegetarian dishes.
Affordable lunch specials and free delivery.

GENERAL
MEETING
Thursday, April 16th
Belarusian Church
Atlantic & Bond
Presentations by:
NYU Langone Cobble Hill
Move NY

JOIN THE BHA
Help us advocate for Boerum Hill by becoming a member. Join us on the web at www.boerumhillassociation.org

